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2018 Annual Meeting Minutes 

January 15, 2018 

Legion Hall, Elk Lake Ontario 

 
11:00 am Mickey Major opened the meeting welcoming everyone to NOBMA’s Second  General 
Meeting.  7 people signed in at the meeting not including the executive.  Mickey 
introduced the executive and indicated that in line with our constitution 3 Directors 
terms were ending and were up for re-election: Trevor Spooner, Dan Chowns, and Ray 
Durham (who had temporarily filled in as Vice President for Gary Couillard while a 
potential conflict of interest @ MNRF was reviewed and determined no conflict existed). 
The 3 remaining Directors are Mickey Major President, Gary Couillard Vice President 
who was unable to attend due to recent surgery and Dave Smetana secretary / 
treasurer who was unable to attend due to work commitments. 
 
Mickey welcomed our MPP guests,  
 
France Gelinas (Nickel Belt), who indicated she has had a lot of feedback from outfitters 
in her riding and sympathizes with outfitters and recognizes that it is tough to run a 
small business when government makes decisions affecting your business without 
backup information.  
 
Darlene Bowen representing John Vanthof (Temiskaming – Cochrane) indicated that 
although the attendance for today's meeting was small she was very impressed with 
how far the organization had come in one year. The current executive  with initial 
support from MPP’s were able to develop a good working  relationship with  senior 
MNRF staff  and were able to bring concerns forward during a number of meetings held 
in Kirkland Lake, North Bay , and South Porcupine.   
 
Mickey indicated that all of the local MPP’s within the MNRF North East Region were 
invited. All responded with the exception of the Hon. Glenn Thibeault MPP Sudbury. Vic 
Fedeli, MPP Nipissing also indicated in his response that in the Conservative Party 
platform for the upcoming election was to fully reinstate the spring bear hunt.  
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Mickey read minutes of 2017 annual meeting, motion to accept by Texas MacDonald 
with changes to Gary Couillard’s position noted, seconded by Dan Chowns.  
Carried   
 
Mickey provided a financial update, currently the association has a balance of $977.43 
Only outstanding bills are for some food items for today’s lunch and teleconferencing 
which Mickey has currently covered. Terry Petznick asked if directors were being 
reimbursed for mileage and Mickey indicated no. Terry said he thought they should be 
and Mickey replied that since we were trying to get the organization off the ground 
directors were participating on a strictly volunteer basis and were covering their own 
costs. 
 
Mickey indicated that although there was discussion on holding the annual meeting at a 
different location this year cost was one of the factors and there is no charge for the hall 
in Elk Lake again this year. 
 
Texas indicated that halls were also available in the Sudbury area for reasonable prices 
and we may get more attendance. Mickey responded that alternate locations are 
something that should be looked at for next year. But, it is difficult to have a location 
suitable for all members. 
 
Mickey Introduced the MNRF Guests: 
 
Deb Weedon, Manager Regional Resources Section, Northeast Region  
Cory Wiseman, Resources Advisory Supervisor  
  
Deb Weedon reviewed the barb wire hair trap (BWHT) program. There were a total of 
20 lines done last year in the NE and NW west region. Each BWHT line is approximately 
60 km long with stations 1.5 km apart for a total of 40 stations per line. There were 11 
BWHT lines in the NE in 2017 in WMU 28, 29 31, 32, 32 C, 39 & 41. 
Deb mentioned that a lot of time was spent up front in training MNRF staff and 
communication as it is critical to be accurate and consistent in the method. She also 
stated feedback from outfitters was appreciated with regard to BWHT line locations. 
Results from last year’s BWHT survey are expected in June. MNRF should be 
communicating BWHT line locations for 2018 in the next 3 months.  
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6 BWHT lines are planned in NE Region for 2018 but have not been approved yet and 
include WMU  23, 30, 34, 35, 38, and 40 with 8 lines planned in NW Region and 7 lines 
planned in the Southern Region. Texas asked why WMU 37 and 42 were not included as 
there are a lot of outfitters in these areas. Deb explained areas were chosen on a risk 
assessment basis where a number of factors were considered including: geography, last 
survey time frame, estimated total harvest to objective, % of adult female in harvest and 
total females in harvest. Deb indicated that she would provide us with the information. 
 
Deb was asked if there was anyone in the south who was handling the bear file and she 
noted that currently there was a lack of input from the southern region. 
 
France Gelinas asked how many years it would take for the MNRF to be comfortable 
with a bear population estimate after processing barb wire hair trap info along with DNA 
data form submitted teeth.  Deb responded that into the fourth year of the program 
they will be redoing lines that were done last year and after 3 years they should have a 
good handle on the numbers.  
Results from last year’s survey should be available by late May or June 
 
Texas questioned the time frame and felt there may be alternatives to speed up the 
process, Deb responded that it was critical to maintain consistency in the process. 
Consequently, MNRF was using the one lab. 
Deb also indicated the MNRF was taking DNA samples from submitted teeth which will 
help in identifying bear populations when cross referencing with barb wire hair trap 
samples. Unfortunately only 66% of tooth samples throughout the province (68% in the 
NE) are being submitted by BMA operators. 
 
Mickey expressed his disappointment in the low submittal percentage and asked that 
we all pressure our colleagues and members to submit teeth from their harvests.   
Texas suggested this problem could be corrected by not issuing form 33’s to operators if 
they fail to submit tooth samples from the previous year’s hunt. 
As well, Deb indicated that this year, it is important to inform BMA operators to leave 
some flesh on tooth samples to enhance DNA sampling. New sample envelopes will be 
provided. 
 
There are 2500 BMA operators in Ontario and Deb indicated MNRF would share 
information with NOBMA regarding tooth submittal compliance by individual operators. 
 

https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://images.clipartbro.com/207/black1gif-207487.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartbro.com/categories/drawings-of-black-bears-clipart&docid=R58nkzEXeNMoyM&tbnid=90gi8-qR98LJ6M:&w=171&h=100&hl=en-GB&bih=809&biw=1280&ved=0ahUKEwjh1L_8lYDOAhVs5IMKHX-xCiA4yAEQMwhCKD8wPw&iact=mrc&uact=8


Northeastern Ontario Bear Management Association  
Serving the Outfitters of Northeastern Ontario 

 
 

4 
 

Trevor Spooner indicated that in the current application form for BMA’s there is 
question regarding tooth sample compliance consequently there could be repercussions 
when outfitters apply for open BMA’s if they aren’t in compliance with tooth submittal. 
 
Ray Durham indicated the Kirkland Lake office previously included the previous year’s 
tooth aging results in the fall form 33 packages. 
 
Deb indicated that the MNRF was looking for assistance from outfitters in completing 
food surveys for their areas. Question was asked if the survey included agriculture crops 
and it currently is not included. Texas suggested that rather than having only a limited 
number of outfitters complete the survey the questionnaire be included in each 
operator’s package. Deb indicated this was a good idea.  
 
Darlene Bowen suggested that Ontario Federation of Agriculture / local farmers could 
assist and possibly provide information on crop damage due to bears as well. 
 
Deb indicated she didn’t know what would happen after 2020 and noted that the MNRF 
need hard numbers to justify any changes.  
 
As well, any BMA transfer, if approved will go through the calculator process. Example, 1 
form 33 / 68.5 sq. km in WMU 28 and 1 form 33 /98.6 sq. km in WMU 29. Deb also 
indicated she would have a look at the number of vacant BMA’s and potentially reassign 
them if sustainability in the area was not a concern. 
 
Trevor Spooner indicated that the allocation process for open BMA’s should be updated 
prior to any transfers. And, NOBMA needs to be included in the update process. 
 
Mickey thanked Cory and Deb for attending our meeting and providing input. 
 
An amendment to the NOBMA Constitution was table and is appended to these minutes 
as Appendix A. As the amendment does not cover the election situation this year, Texas 
put forward a recommendation to add to article 4.b of the Amendment No 1 “With the 
exception of 2018 which will be January 15th 2018 to January 31st 2019”. 
 
Lyse Laurin seconded. 
 
Carried 
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Texas suggested that the number of directors be increased from 6 to 9. Mickey advised 
that the Directors had discussed this issue and decided to leave the number of Directors 
at 6. 
 
Terry Petznick stated that in terms of political will, huge strides have been made this 
year and suggested those directors about to retire should stay on. After discussion 
decided to remain with the election protocol laid out in the constitution. 
 
Nominations and elections took place. Trevor Spooner and Ray Durham were reelected 
while there was a tie for the third position between Dan Chowns and Texas MacDonald.  
A second and third ballot took place between Dan and Texas with the same results. 
After discussion it was agreed that if Dan & Texas were willing to get on board we would 
go with 7 directors for the time being with no change to the constitution. 
 
Mickey reviewed the main items that were identified in last year’s meeting: 

1. Allocation of form 33’s for 2017 and beyond. 
2. Non-licensed resident outfitters.  Mickey told the group that this is a large issue 

in the NER.  The issue is resident hunters guiding other resident hunters on 
Crown land.  Often in allocated BMA’s and interfering with NOBMA members 
baits and hunts. 

3. Non-Resident property owners. Mickey indicated that this issue had recently 
been raised by one of our members from the Sault area. Texas stated that  Non-
resident property owners get 1 form 33 per property, and they can hunt 
anywhere in the WMU. They pay taxes and shouldn’t see this benefit eliminated. 
 Ray noted  Non-resident property owners can get a form 33 for as little as 5 
acres of land some are buying larger parcels, subdividing a number of time which 
results in each individual property owner able to obtain 1 form 33.  MNRF is 
severely restricting licenced BMA holders were they need thousands of acres for 
one form 33.  Allowing non-resident property owners to get form 33’s brings no 
economic benefit to the people of Ontario. 

4. OBMAC, Mickey indicated his understanding is they have minimal input in bear 
management, however apparently they have an opening on the committee and 
Gary Couillard has submitted an application and had some discussion with them. 

5. Implementation of new baiting regulations, although this is a concern to 
members there haven’t been any problems to date that we are aware of. It 
doesn’t appear to be an enforcement issue with MNRF   
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6. Added private land within BMA’S  
 

A discussion took place that while from 33’s were being restricted there is currently no 
restriction on the number of bear a licensed trappers can harvest. Billy MacDonald felt 
this should continue as the Ontario Fur Managers were instrumental in getting the 
spring bear hunt reinstated. Ray stated that as a BMA holder and a licensed trapper with 
overlapping area he is severely restricted with form 33 allocation but no limit on the 
number of bears he could take on his trapping licence.  At the recent fur sale in North 
Bay bear pelts were being sold for $150 to $350 while a bear harvested through an 
outfitter was worth $2000/ $3000 minimum which didn’t make any economic sense. It 
was suggested that a quota of 1 bear be assigned to trappers with the ability to increase 
similar to other licence quotas.    
 
Where do we go from here? Listed in order of discussion: 
 

1. Continue meeting with the MNRF. 
2. Do a better job of keeping members informed, a monthly newsletter was 

suggested. (important to provide summaries of meetings with MNRF) 
3. Ensure we have timely Bear Management decisions dates so outfitters can make 

sound business decisions 
4. Push for information from MNRF concerning what happens after June 15/2020. 
5. Include Private land in BMA area calculations for form 33 allocation. 

i. Ontario Park Land as well 
6. Non-resident Land Owner 
7. Increase paid membership 
8. BMA allocation process. 

i. NOBMA Involvement with MNRF. 
ii. Allocate vacant BMA’s 

 
2:30 pm: There was no new business Texas MacDonald moved the meeting be 
adjourned Dan Chowns seconded. 
Carried! 
Ray Durham accepted payment and issued receipts for 2018 membership.   
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APPENDIX A 
 
 

Amendment No. 1 
 

To the Northeastern Ontario Bear Management Association CONSTITUTION 
  
In accordance with Article 6.7 c)  
 
The Directors of the North-eastern Ontario Bear Management Association, at 
their board meeting held February 3, 2017 recommended and approved, by a 
majority vote of the directors to amend ARTICLE 5. and ARTICLE 4. b)  
 
From reading: 
 
Article 5 
 
The fiscal year of the Association shall end on the 31st day of December each 
year. 
 
ARTICLE 4. b) 
 
b) Memberships are valid from January 1st to December 31st of each 
calendar year. 
 
To reading: 
 
 Article 5 
The fiscal year of the Association shall end on the 31st day of January each year. 
 
 ARTICLE 4. b) 
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b) Memberships are valid from February 1st to January 31st of each 
calendar year. 
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